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Properly Installed Insulation
Improves Comfort While Saving Energy

Insulation is one of the keys to a comfortable, energy-efficient home. But simply
having the right amount of insulation is not enough. If insulation is not properly
installed, a home can have excessive heat gain during the summer and heat loss in
the winter-~forcing the heating and cooling systems to work overtime.

Properly installed insulation will completely blanket the home—exterior walls,
ceiling, and floors—without gaps, voids, or compressions, and it will be in full
contact with the interior air barrier (for example, drywall). Continuous sealing of the
air barrier along the insulation is also ¢ritical to protecting against moisture damage
that can be caused by warm air flow through the insulation to colder surfaces
where it can condense. Expect ENERGY STAR qualified homes to have insulation
that meets or exceeds the latest national code requirements, providing year-round
comfort while reducing utility bills.

BENEFITS OF PROPERLY INSTALLED INSULATION

o Enhanced Comfort. Properly installed insulation minimizes temperature variability indoors
and helps keep rooms warmer in the winter and cooler in the summer,

¢ Lower Utility Bills. More than 40 percent of the energy consumed in a typical household
goes to heating and cooling. By preventing heat loss in the winter and heat gain in the
summer, a properly installed insulation barrier reduces utility bills year round.

e lmproved Durability. When insulation is properly installed, the potential for condensation
that can lead to decay of building materials is reduced, helping to improve the durability of
your home.

o Better Resale Position. The improved comfort, lower utility bills, and improved durability of
a properly installed insulation barrier can translate into higher resale value compared to
less efficient homes.

Summary: Insulate foundation walls on the OUTSIDE to
prevent condensation on the INSIDE.
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